
Chapter 13  n  Individuals With  Visual Impairments 465

as acuity, color blindness, age of onset, field vision 
restrictions, and other disabilities, affect a child’s 
visual ability. Given the unique needs and diversity 
of these students, trained teachers of the visually 
impaired must be involved in the assessment process 
and the interpretation of test results.

Students with visual impairments are often 
capable of participating in standardized testing with 
needed accommodations (see Table 13.4). The valid-
ity and reliability of the assessment, however, may 
be compromised if too many accommodations are 
made. In reporting test results, any modifications or 
accommodations that were made should be recorded.

Many states require all students to participate in 
statewide testing programs, developed with specific 
guidelines and scores, to progress to the next grade 
or academic level. IDEA requires the IEP team to 
determine a student’s participation in state- and 
districtwide assessment programs. The team must 
verify that the student is in need of accommoda-
tions in order to participate, or if the student will not participate, the team must state 
why the assessment is not appropriate and what alternate assessments will be used.

Educational Considerations
Students with visual impairments require an educational plan to prepare for inde-
pendent and productive lives. Educational goals delineate the needs of the child and 
the family. Appropriate accommodations allow for acquisition of information through 
incidental learning, observation and imitation, exploration, and social behavior.

Where Are Students  
With Visual Impairments Educated?
Both the passage of IDEA and policy statements from professional organizations and 
agencies reinforce the principle that in order to meet the unique needs of children with 
sensory impairments and help them become responsible and independent members of 

  TABLE 13.4  Assessment Accommodations for Students With Visual Impairments

Proctor for Braille transcription (recording or transfer scores)

Large-print materials and tests

Oral presentation of materials (reader assistance for texts and other materials)

Assistive technology 

Extended time limits (1.5 or twice the time is usually recognized for individuals with low vision or blindness)

Small-group or individual assessment 

Preferred seating

Shorter periods of testing with rest breaks between sessions

Video Case 13.1: Teaching Strategies
What are instructional strategies suggested in the video for teachers 
working with students with visual impairments?

What do you infer the presenter means by singularly impaired and 
multiply impaired?
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